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DoN’'T ENvy THAT NEARBY NEW BuILDING

youngsters’ laughter and tradition. We can
still keep our premises inviting and clean.
There is a certain pride in gazing at our
corridor picture galleries, and even though
we have an auditorium badly in need of
renovation and redecoration, we cannot
forget the fine programs, the great teachers,
and the wonderful memories that the school
assemblies have inspired through the years.

One of the principals at the new school’s
open-house was heard to exclaim: “Yes, it’s
fine and beautiful—just like a new baby in
the home, and just as thrilling! But they
are in the diaper stage here now. Gradually
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they’ll age and mature. This building will
be ‘old’ in fifty years just as mine is now.
But that doesn’t mean I'm not proud of
ours, or that my students don’t take pride
in it, too. No sir, the years will make a
great difference, but age does not neces-
sarily mean loss of a building’s useful-
ness.”

And T'm inclined to believe that my
friend was right. School buildings and new
equipment are both designed for utmost
use. If they do not become worn over the
years, they are not truly schools but mu-
seums.

Guidance Toward College Preparation: Start
Early, Include Parents

The starting point in . . . guidance [toward col-
lege preparation] is of great importance. In a
situation where guidance is informal and unor-
ganized, it is not unusual for a young person to
reach the sophomore year or junior year of high
school, or even the senior year, before either he,
or those who are presumably responsible for ad-
vising him, give a great deal of serious thought to
his further education. This is much too late in
his educational career for well-conceived guidance
toward college to begin. Such guidance should by
all means be initiated by the end of grade 6 or
the beginning of the junior high school, and, in
many cases, certain aspects of it may be under-
taken, without the knowledge of the child, even
in the primary grades.

This does not mean, of course, that one should
begin shaping the educational experiences of the
child in the direction of college at such a tender
age nor that even in the junior high school there
need be specialization of curriculums leading
toward college. A common educational experience
in the early years of school, a broad sampling of
our educational heritage, is a part of the demo-
cratic process of which the school is the nation’s
major instrument.

It is not a matter of kind, but rather of degree.
For a wise guidance program will call for the early
assessment of the general intelligence of each child,
particularly as it is manifested in verbal situations,
and for cooperation with teachers in providing a
school climate for each individual which will en-

courage maximum development of mental power.
Thus, the amount of school work undertaken will
be allowed to vary with the individual child, and
through an increased number of educational ex-
periences, particularly reading experiences, the pu-
pils whose verbal intelligence makes them poten-
tial candidates for college will early, and in a natu-
ral way, begin to acquire the foundation for college
work. For, to a larger degree than we sometimes
realize, this foundation rests upon the basic skills
of reading, number facility and understanding,
spelling, and language expression.

It should be understood at the outset that the
guidance of an individual child toward college
preparation calls for cooperative effort—that it is
a joint venture between the home and the school.
Ideally, there should be free exchange of informa-
tion in conferences long enough and frequent
enough so that parents and teachers and counselors
will learn to talk the same language. The home
and the school should follow the development of
the child together and plan with the child as a
team,

This is an ideal not always realized in present-
day guidance programs. But even where this kind
of cooperation is not possible, the school counselor
should always endeavor to do a large share of
his counseling with the parents. For, not infre-
quently in the working out of college plans for a
young person, the parents are in greater need of
guidance than the young person.—ARTHUR E. TrAX-
LER in School and Society.
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